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Winner of the 2009 American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Childrenâ€™s

Literature Award.Â How do we know that Mars is covered in rusty dust, that a day on Venus lasts

longer than its year, and that Neptune has 13 moons? Human exploration! Exploring the Solar

System relates the rich history of space exploration using telescopes, satellites, probes, landers,

and human missions. This book has been updated to include the recent discovery of Eris, which,

along with Pluto, has been newly classified as a "dwarf planet" by the International Astronomical

Union. In addition to history, this book contains 22 hands-on projects to explore the planets and

other celestial bodies from right here on earth. Exploring the Solar System also includes biographies

of 20 space pioneers, details of specific missions, a time line, and a 20-page Field Guide to the

Solar System with detailed scientific data on each of our celestial neighbors and the historic

missions to visit them.Download the free teaching guide.
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I bought this for my 6 yr. daughter. She's very interested in Space. It's a good quality book (no

cheap paper). It has a lot of information from the past. First attempt into space they sent a dog. My



daughter is very smart and understands what she is reading (or what I help her read). I would say

it's more for 8 yrs and up (but perfect for a younger mature child). It has original pictures (not

cartoon drawings) and is very educational for the whole family (if you are interested in learning

about space). I recommend it for your collection.

In true Mary Kay Carson fashion, Exploring the Solar System : A History with 22 Activities isn't

dumbed down even the slightest. Carson respects children and seems to grasp well what they can

be expected to understand - which is often more than what they are credited with. As a result, her

text is thorough and frank and can easily be read to would-be astronauts as young as 4 or 5 years.

And the illustrative photos are stunning, the perfect foil for the text in capturing the imagination.

From interviews with well-regarded scientists (including explanations of how they themselves

became interested in studying space) to easy-to-execute activities to a very thorough timeline of

space exploration, Carson has once again thought of everything for engaging our own little

scientists. I simply cannot recommend this book enough.

We are using this book as a supplement to our homeschool science curriculum this year. It is a

perfect fit for my 11yo 6th grader.I LOVE that:1. It is written so that an 11 yo can comprehend not

only the solar system, but space exploration when reading on her own.2. I am excited to have

experiments that are simple for my daughter to do on her own, or with very LITTLE help from me.

She loves the independence and self confidence that this gives her.3. I am quite impressed with the

historical figures and astronomers that are discussed within the book. It is fun to learn what

scientists and astronomers helped to invent or discover.I believe this book is a great book for kids 6

- 8th grade to read on their own, and for 4th and 5th graders who are being read to and helped out a

bit more.

Purchased to go along with telescope. Wasn't aware at the time that this would go along with

projects they are doing in school. This is a hit with me.
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